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Some Account of ——- Hohifield, a Mechanic of very 
uncommon Talents. 


OHLFELD was born of poor parents, at Hennerndorf, 

in the mountains of Saxony, in 1711. He learned the 

trade of lace-making at Dretden, and early difcovered a turn 

for mechanics, by conftructing various kinds of clocks. 

From Drefden he removed to Berlin to follow his occupation. 

As he was an excellent workman, and invented feveral ma~ 

chines for fhortening his labour, he found fufficient time to 

indulge his inclination for mechanics ; ard he made there, at 

the fame time that he purfued his ufual bufinefs, air-guns and 
clocks. 

In the year 1748 he became acquainted with the celebrated 
Sulzer, at whole defire he undertook the conftruction of a 
machine for noting down any piece of mufic when played on 
a harpfichord, A machine of this kind had been before in- 
vented by Mr. Von Unger ; but Hohlfeld, from a very im- 
perfe& defcription, completed one without any other affiftance 
than that of his gwa genius, Of this machine, now ia pof- 
feflion of the Academy of Sciences at Berlin, Sulzer gave a 
figure, from which it was afterwards conttructed in England, 
This ingenious piece of mechanifm was univerfally approved, 
though feveral things may be wanting to render it complete ; 
but no one was fo gencrous as to indemnify the artift for his 
expences, or toreward him for his labour. 
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About the year 1756, the Pruffian Minifter, Count de Pode- 
wils, took him into his fervice, chiefly for the purpofe of con- 
ftru@ing water- works in his magnificent gardens at Gulow. 
There he invented his well-known threfhing mill, and another 
for chopping ftraw more expeditioufly. He alfo difplayed his 
talent for invention, by conftru€ting a machine, which, being 
faftened to a carriage, indicates the revolutions made by the 
wheels, Such machines had been made before, but his far ex- 
ceeded every thing of the like kind. Having loft this ma- 
chine bya fire, he invented another, ftill fimpler, which was 
fo contrived as to be buckled between the fpokes of the wheel. 
This piece of mechanifm was in the pofleffion of Sulzer, who 
ufed iton his tour, and found that it anfwered the intended 
purpofe, 

Inthe year 1765, when the prefent Duke of Courland¢, 
then Hereditary Priace, refided at Berlin, he paid a vifit to 
Hohlfeld, and endeavoured to prevail on him to go to Cour 
land, by offering him-a penfion of 800 rixsdollars ; but this 
ingenious man was fo contented with his condition, and fo ate 
tached to his friends, that he would not, merely for felf inte- 
reft, quit Berlin. His refufal, however, obtained for him a 
penfion of 150 dollars from the King, 

Betides the before-mentioned machines, he conftru@ed, oc- 
cafionally, feveral ufeful models. Among thefe were a loom 
for weaving figured ftuffs, focontrived that the weaver had no 
need for any thing to fhoot through the woof ; a pedometer 
for putting in the pocket; a convenient and fimple bed for a 
fick perfon, which was of fuch a nature that the patient, with 
the {malleft ftrength, could at any time raife or lower the 
breaft, and when neceflary convert the bedintoa ftool ; anda 
Carriage fo formed, that if the bories took fright, or ran away, 
the perfon in it could, by a fingle puth, loofen the pole, and 
fet them at liberty. ‘The two lait models have been loft. 

Every machine that this fingular man faw, he altered and 
improved in the fimpleft manner. All his own inftruments he 
made himfelf, and repaired them when damaged. But as he 
was fonder of inventing than of following the plans of others, 
he made them in fuch a manner that no one except himfelf 
could ufe them. Several of bis improvements were, however, 
imitated by common workmen, though in a very clumfy man- 
ner. Itis worthy of remark, that he never beftowed ftudy 
upon any thing 3 but when he had once conceived an idea, he 
immediately executed it. He comprehended, in a moment, 
whatever was propoled 5; and at the lame tine faw how it was 
to 
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to be accomplifhed. He could, therefore, tell in an inftant 
whether a thing was practicable: If he thought it was not, 
no perfuafion or offer of money could induce him to attempt 
it. He never purfued chimeras, like thofe mechanics who 
have not had the benefit of education or inftruction 5. and 
though this may be afcribe ed to the intercourfe he had with 
great mathematicians and philofophers, there is every reafon to 
be lieve, that he would have equally guarded againft them, 
even if he had not enjoyed thatadvantagee The ‘lame quick- 
nets of apprehenfion which he manifefted in mechanics, he 
fhewed alfo in other things. His objervations on moft fub- 
je@s were judicious, and peculiar to himfelf; fo that it may 
be faid, without exaggeration, that he was born with a philo- 
fophical mind. 

With regard to his moral charater, he was very different 
from thofe of the fame clafs. Though he ftill retained fome- 
thing of the manners of bis former ~ condition, his mild and 
civil deportment rendered his company and converfation 
agreeable. He pofleiled a good heart, and his life was fober 
and regular. ‘Though he was every day welcome at the beft 
tables, he ftaid for the moft part at homme, through choice 5 
went to market for his own provifions, which he cooked him- 
felf; and was as contented over his humble meal as Curius 
was over his turnips. 

A litile before his death, he had the pleafure of feeing a cu- 
rious harpfichord he had m: ade, and which was purchafed by 
his Pruffian Majetty, placed in an elegant apartment in the 
new palace at Potfdam. As he had for fome time negle&ted 
this inftrument, the too great attention which he beftowed on 
putting it im order, contributed not a little to bring on that 
difeafe which at laft proved fatal tohim. His clock having 
become deranged during his illnefs, he could not be prevented, 
notwithitanding the admonition of his friend and phytician, 
Dr. Stahls, from repairing it. Clofe application occafioned 
fome obftructions which were not obterved till too late; and 
an inflammation taking place, he died, inthe ycar 1771, at tae 
houfe of Count de Podewils, in the 60th \ear of his age. 





BURKE and WILKES. 
R. BURKE, in a letter to the Sheriffs of Briftol, thus 


apologizes for not oppofing the fufpenfion of the Hae 
beas Corpus ‘Aa, during the American war. * | have not dee 
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bated againft this bill, becaufe it would have been vain to oppofe, 
and impoffible to corre& it.” —Wilkes’s obfervation on this is, 
“© There can be but one rule of condu@ on thefe occafions. 
Watch every opportunity of being ufeful ; at no moment de- 
fert the public caufe, and ftrive to leflen the magnitude, and 
correct the malignity, of thofe evils which you cannot pre- 
vent.” 





POLITICAL SQUIB. 


Late trial in the Court of King’s Bench, refpecting the 
painting of a hore, afforded fome obfervation and fome 
mirth, Mr. Dan, an eminent attorney, wificd to have the 
portrait of a favourite horfe painted, and he gave a commiffion 
for that purpofe to Mr. Garrard (fon-in-law of Mr. Gilpin). 
Mr. Garrard finifhed the pifture, and fent it home. Mr. Dan 
difliked it, as not being a good likenefs of the horfe, &c.— 
Mz. Gariard demanded payment, (25 guincas, his cuftomary 
price. )—Mr. Dan would not pay it.—Mr. Garrard brought 
his aétion; Mr. Dan paid 15 guineas into Court in full fatis- 
faGtion. Mr. Stubbs, and two or three other artifts, fwore 
to the excellence of the painting. Several gentlemen, on the 
other hand, gave evidence, that the painting was nota likenefs 
of the horle—* bis creft was too high, he held his head up too 
much, and that Mr, Dan rode the horfe with a curb.”—Mr. 
Erfkine was Counfel for the plaintiff, and Mr. Garrow for the 
defendant. 

In allufion to the painting not being a likenefs, Mr. Garrow 
afked Mr. Erfkine if he were to give Sir J. Reynolds, or any 
other celebrated artift, direftions to paint his Right Hon. and 
intimate friend, Mr. Fox, and that, inftead of it, the painter 
fhould fend him fomething elfe, for inflance, a likenefs of 
Mr. Pitt, he would, moft likely, be a little difpleafed with the 
difappointment. He certainly would not pay for the painting, 
nor fhould he, for it would not be the thing he contracted for ; 
precifely fo was the cafe of the defendant, 

When Mr. Erfkine came to repiy, he faid his learned friend, 
Mr. Garrow, * has put acafe; he fuppofes that if I had 
givento Sir Jofhua Reynolds, or any other eminent artift, di- 
retion to paint a likenets of my Right Howourable and moft 
vaiuable friend, Mr. Fox, and the painicr was to fendto mea 
likencfs of Mr. Pitt, I fhould be enraged. It would certainly 
be ancther thing 5 and although I do not carry much enmity 
abou 





oaanten 6d al hleelCUlCO ee, Ole 6selCUeelClU ll es ee, 


a of te = tewtrn s 


= ~ of s 


nF -« 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 25 


about me, I fhould certainly not be very well pleafed. If the 
likenefs was correét, I fhould tell tie painter, why, Sir, the 
creft rears too much! ‘The head is a good deal too high! Be- 
fides, Sir, there is no curb! I do not like this performance 
at all, this isa mad war horfe! You know, good Sir, I wanted 
no fuch thing. I will give you nothing forhim. However, 
you need not defpair, there are many richer men than I am, 
who will give you a good deal of money for him, but I fhall 
not. I prefer the other, and | appeal to the tafte and good 
fenfe of the honeft plain people of this country, whether l am 
right or wrong in my judgment.—I put this iflue : Who is the 
more ufeful or the more valuable of the two in the honeft 
man’s cabinet, Mr. Pittor Mr. Fox ? Why, gentlemen, al- 
though Iam fure I fhould obtain a verdi& here, I fhould be 


beat to the Devil up fairs ! Gentlemen, [ am fure you will 


pardon me, for alittle mirth is a good thing in this melancholy 


life.”’ 





On the LOVE of the MARVELLOUS. 


To th EDITOR. 

SIR, 

j I has not yet been fettied whether a love of the marvellous 
be mot wife or foolith, but ail may agree that it is very 
predominant, and that few content themfelves with a plain re- 
lation of a plain fact, who can by any means efcape into the 
regions of fancy, and produce a ftriking effect by fome powere 
ful appeal to the fenfes of the ignorant and uninformed. It is 
this love for the marvellous, which fometimes creates trae 
vellers, and fometimes produces books of travels, which 
inclines us to prefer the latter to more regular and fyitematic 
defcriptions, and which, above all, recommends rovels as a 
{pecies of tooksin which the author thinks himfelf exempt 
from all rules that are common, and the reader is very willing 
to acquiefce in a privilege by the exercile of which he is to be 
entertained and furpriled, 

But all men cannot be writers, and it is, therefore, in con 
verfation that the majority contrive to raife wonder by adven- 
tures, which when they happened had nothing in them 
different from satural occurrences, but which by the help of a 
little recollection and fome vanity, aflume an air of fuperiog 
importance, and divert the general attention to the narrator. 
I: will not, therefore, be thought very wonderful if Ladd, that, 
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in fuch cafes, there is not always that flri& adherence to truth 
which a wile man wifhes to preferve, or a good man is apt to 
expect. 

Thofe whp have had opportunities of travelling, are fre 
quently obferved to acquire a fondnels for the miraculous, 
which they communicate to their gaping hearers, wich a great 
portion of fatisfaétion on both fides. Some {mall readinefs at 
words and phrafes on the one fide, and abundance of credulity 
on the other, render the compofition mutually pleafing, though 
not remarkably profitable, as the fpeaker cannot profit by it, 
becaufe he knows it is not true,and the hearer, becaufe it will 
not bear the teft of his experience. 

My neighbour, Mr. Mandeville, is remarkably fond of the 
marvellous; but fuch is his love of truth that he never purfues 
it in romances er novels, which, he fays, the authors allow to 
be works of imagination, but in books of travels which he 
avers muft be authentic, becaufe the writers of them fay fo. 
He isan elderly gentleman of a gocd eltate in one of the 
weftern counties, and in his youth was deprived of the oppor- 
tunities of travelling by being confined to the dutics of a 
profefion which he could not quit before the death of an 
opulent relation when he became mafter of his own time. He 
would now have fet out to furvey with his own eyes the 
wonders he had read of fo often, to gauge volcanos and meafure 
pyramids, had he not difcovered that age had difqualified him 
for encountering the dangers, and an inveterate gout no Icfs 
peremptorily had forbid him the motion of travelling. To 

ake up his lofs, he keeps open houfe for travellers of all de- 
feriptions, who pay him for his hofpitable entertainment, by 
narratives which he enjoys with as much pleafure as they 
devour the dainties of his table. * Thefe vifitors rank high or 
low in his efteem, not from their ftation in life, but from the 
diftance of the places which they have vilited; and although 
he once pr zed gentlemen from Bengal as the bigheft in his 
clteem, yet at prefent 1 know he would willingly exchange a 
nabob for a convict from Port Jackfon, and entertains fome 
fear Ieft the quicknefs of our voyages to the Eaft Indies may 
in time render Afiatic prodigies familiar, take from the Ganges 
its breadth and cepth, and from tygers and hyenas, their lierce- 


nefs and valour. 
' 


When Ms. Mandeville catches a traveller, he invites his 
neighbours to enjoy the repaft. The ftranger is placed at his 
right hand, and entestained with all due refpect, preference 
being given, in every article, to the country he happens to 
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come from. You'll find that beef very good, Mr. * 
but I know it is nothing to what you have abroad. Pleafe take 
a little more of that ftew, you'll find it tolerably palatable, bat 
we have no fuch cooks as you have abroad, Bring the gentle~ 
mana glafsof Madeira; it is middling, but I know you drink 
it in greater perfection in your part of the world, A flice of 
orange, you pleafe ; ah ! we can’t eat oranges in perfection 
in this country; they never ripen in this climate. You'll find 
thefe apples fo fo, but pethaps you are not ufed to fuch cold 
fruits. That dog isapretty good dog of his kind, but animals 
like thefe, what are they to the noble creatures you have 
abroad f”’ 

In this manner Mr. Mandeville draws out, as he calls it, his 
traveller, who muft be either more or lefs than a traveller if he 
can refift fo many invitations to be marvellous. But, after ali, 
my friend’s expeClations are generally oftener raifed than 
gratified, for as he invites every body merely on the knowledge 

that they have been in fome foreign country, he very frequently 

lights upon thofe who having no talent for obfervation have 
co nfequently none for communication. Thefe, however, are 
not wholly without their ufes. They give him an opportunity of 
fupplying their defitiencies from what he has read, and the y get 
ia return that portion of the marvellous which he expeaed 
from them, and are furprifed that fo many extraordinary things 
hould be known to a man who had never travelicd—but 
perhaps, in mapy cafes, their furprife would be leflened, if they 
knew that he owes his knowledge ia prodigies entirely to his 
not having travelled, 

It is not always, however, that } Mr. Mandeville can procure 
a gueft from foreign parts; and for much of the year, he is 
obliged to put up with the per itions of gentlemen whofe 
travels are confiaed to a hundred or a huodred and fifty miles. 
Thefe do not fail to gratify him and themfelves, by beftowing 
a wonderful degree of importance on trifles, and by an exe 
aggerated account of what, without exaggeration, a chil 
would be afhamed to think of coniequence. ‘om Braglyisa 
great favourite in this way with Mr. Mandevillee “Tom has 
never been a journey of three days trom his native places. in 
all his life, yet to hear him tal! ikky ye oa would think he had not 

only circumnavigated the globe, but met with all the furprifing 
adventures, difatte: s, dangers, aia efcapes that ever befell ia 
reality, or were created by imagination, If he takes a ride for 
oly ten miles, he meets withfome adventure fo furprifing as 
to 


































28 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 

to be the theme of admiration fora week; and if he but flands 
under a pent-houfe from rain, he is fure to meet there with 
fome moft extraordinary perfon whofe deicription and con- 
verfation he gives at great length, and with great effe& on his 
hearers. If he baits at an inn, there is fomething happens 
very marvellous curing thetime; and if he ‘follows his horfe 
into the ftable, the oftler tells him of one of the moft fur- 
prifing things that ever happened inthe memory of man. If 
the landlady is decent in appearance, fhe is one of the moft 
beautiful and bewitching creatures that ever was feen, and if 
civil, he gives fly winks and nods, implying the fuccefs of his 
gallantry—not that fuch adventures are as acceptable to Mr. 
Mandeville as the others, for he would much rather climb to 
the top of the Glaciers than attack the fineft woman that ever 
lived. Tom, however, to do him juftice, is too much attached 
to the marvellous, to confider feats of gallantry as worth 
relating, and having a confiderable choice of words, and a 
fluency in delivery, he can magnify to the utmoft extent of ex- 
pectation. With hima fhower of rain foon becomes a deluge ; 
a ducking out of a boat has all the horrors of fhipwreck ; and 
if he falls from his horfe, he is fure either to fall or recover 
himfelf as no man ever was known to do, ‘Tom is one of 
thofe idle and eafy gentlemen, who are {eldom ufeful but where 
he can meet with hearers that are credulous, and as fond of 
{wallowing the marvellous, as he is of compounding it. Yet 
he might obtain a more extenfive fame than he now poffeffes. 
‘Toa newfpaper his affiftance would be invaluable. 

Having given this faint fketch of Mr. Mandeville’s charac 
ter, with refpe@ at leaft to his love for the marvellous, it may 
not be fuperfluous to add that there is fome danger in indulging 
fuch a propenfity both to ourfelves and others. There is a 
danger left we expofe our ignorance, when we difplay our cre- 
dulity, and left we betray a difpofition to violate truth, when we 
ftrive to feed the credulity of others. On the other hand, a 
fondnefs for what is ftriking or uncommon in the works of 
nature or art, will lead to reflections which are highly laudable, 
and improve both the heart and the tafte ; but it appears to be, 
even in fuch cafes, the fafeft way never to expatiate loudly 
upon what we have not feen, nor to give to what we have feen 
the height, breadth, and other proportions which it has not. It 
is pleafing to be affe&ted with furprife by what is real, but it is 
not quite fo pleafing to be put out of conceit with the object 
of. 
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of our wonder, by being told that what is true of it is common, 
and what has altonifhed us is imaginary. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
NIMIRUM. 





ANECDOTES of the celebrated Mr. HOWARD. 


{From the Montuty Macazine.] 


To the EDITOR. 
SIR, 
TRUST it will not be long before a fecond edition is 
called for, of that truly valuable and interefting publication, 
Dr. Aikin’s Life of the admirable Howard. In the mean 
time, I beg leave to commit to your monthly repofitory the 
following particulars, relative to a character whofe ardent 
philanthrophy has juftly placed him in the firft rank of thofe 
worthies, celebrated as the benefa&tors of mankind. 

In the winter preceding the clofe of the American war, this 
exalted man vifited Shrewfbury, where at that time the crews 
of feveral Dutch privateers were confined, as prifoners of war. 
Upon infpe@ing their prifon, he found thefe men fuffering 
feverely in extreme cold weather, for want of comfortable 
clothing. My having at that time the conduct of a fubdfcrip- 
tion fet on foot for their relief, procured me the honour of a 
vifit from Mr. Howard, whofe fpirited interpofition removed 
fome. difficulties that occurred, refpecting accefs to the prifon, 
for the purpofe of diftributing the clothing provided. His 
humanity was not of that fpurious kind which evaporates in 
fentimental emotions. With that confiftency that marked his 
character, he requefted that he might be allowed to depofit ten 
guineas in aid of the fubfcription for the relief of thefe pri- 
foners, and that if a fecond colleGtion was found wanting, 
i would apply to him again. . 

Among thofe men to whom his liberality was thus extended, 
was an incividual of a very fingular character for a common 
failor, He was extremely tender and attentive tothofe of his 
fellow-captives who were ill ; fat up with them, adminiftered 
their medicines, prayed by them, and ina very rational manner 
performed the office of a fpiritual phyfician. It will not be 
thought furprizing, that Mr. Howard fhould be much ftruck 
with the conduct and converlation of fuch a kindred foul; 
nor thathe fhould feel a particular inclination to adminifter to 
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his comfort during his temporary confinement. And the 
manner in which he did this, furnifhed a ftriking trait of thae 
minute and delicate attention, which, to the feeling mind, is 
even more valuable than the relief icflf. The modett prifoner, 
in anfwver to his enquiries, told him, that when the neceffities 
of his fellow-fufferers were provided for, he fhould feel no 
want, nor regret the deprivation of thofe little indulgencies he 
could not expe¢t in his prefent fituation. 

Mr. Howard, however, at length drew from him, that whén 
he was at home, his greateft enjoyment was to partake of a 
comfortable difh of tea with his wife and ch.ldren, About a 
week after this vifit, 1 received a letter from Mr. Howard, to 
inform me that he had configned a {mall parcel to my care, 
which he requefted I would deliver to this prifoner. That 
parcel contained a {mall fugar-toaf, a pound of tea; and, that 
nothing might be wanting, a tin tea-kettle, with the other 
neceilary apparatus, 

But my principal object in this communication, is to do 
away a moft abfurd and groundle{s calumny, which the pen of 
malice has attempted to faften upon this excelient man:—He 
has been accufed of churslith ill-nature to his family, and par- 
ticularly of wanton feverity to his only fon. Introduced to 
him in the favourable light of aa almoner to thefe poor pri- 
foners, | was honoured with a peculiar manifeftation of attach- 
ment; and, in the courfe of an evening’s converfation (which 
I fhall never forget) he entered into a detail of that part of his 
hiftory, which included the circumftances that led him to that 
purfuie which he never afterwards abandoned ; but perfevered 
in, with godlike ardour, to the laft period of his glorious 
career. 

He informed me, that it was the death of a wife, whom he 
tenderly loved—and when he told me this, his gufhing tears 
manifefted the pang which the recolleion gave him-——that 
induced him to devote himfelf fo entirely to this employment 
as a relief under fo fevere a domettic affli&ion. 

He faid, the had left him a fon, whom he tenderly loved, as 
the only remaining pledze of her affeion; and who was 
farther endeared to him by his perfonal refemblance to the 
amiable companion he had loft. He fpoke of this fon with an 
ardour of parental affection, oppolite in the extreme to that 
cold, unfeeling feverity, of which he has been mott falfely and 
moft foully accufed, 

Ie was in thefe moments of unreferved confidence, that 


the foul of Howard thone forth in all her native luftre. To 
have 
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have feen him at fuch a feafon, and to have heard him on fucha 
fubjeG, would have convinced the moft incredulous, that this 
calumny is the offspring of that deteftable malignity, which 
delights in traducing the nobleft characters, and degrading 
human nature itfelf, as unequal to thofe exalted feelings, and 
that difinterefted benevolence, which fuch groveling wretches 
are incapable of comprehending, or of duly appreciating. 
Let me be permitted to add, that fuch unreferved intercourfe 
wito fuch men, furnifhes one of the pureft and moft fublime 
pleafures it is poflible for a rational being, in the prefent ftate 
of his exiftence toenjoy. It elevates and ennobles the mind, 
and affords a delightful glimpfe of the fupreme felicity that 
ftate muft afford, where all the worthy and the good fhail 
affociate together for eves. 

If this teftimony be deemed incompetent to repel the in 
famous charge brought againft Mr. Howard, [ have to fubjoin 
a corroboration that mu filence calumny itfclf, I have been 
authorized, and indeed requefted, to tranfinit the following 
particulars, by Dr. R. Darwin, who purfued his medical 
ftudies in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, at the fame time that 
Mr. John Howard was placed there, and lived with him in the 
houfe of the eminent Dr, Blacklock. 

This unfortunate young man was very nervous and hypo= 
chondriac, and occafionally difcovered ftrikimg fymptoms of 
that mental derangement, which afterwards became an un- 
remitting and incurable difeafe. Thete natural caules probably 
operated in difpofing young Howard, though he often mani- 
fefted a good heart, to employ himfelf in difcovering and play- 
ing upon the foibles of thofe about him, to a degree that 
rendered his fociety very unpleafant. But, whatever was the 
prevailing difpofition of the moment, if the name of his father 
was mentioned, he never failed to manifeft the ftrongeft 
degree of filial affe@ion, and {poke of hi:a with that exulta- 
tion, which manifefted the pride he took in his defcent. Any 
encomium upon his father operated with much greater force 
upon his mind than any other fubje@ whatever. And, on the 
other hand, when thole whom he had provoked, wifhed to 
irritate him, they could not do it fo effeCtually by any other 
means as by throwing out refleGtions on his father. 

To Dr. R, Darwin, in the moments of unreferved con- 
fidence, he always fpoke with gratitude of his father’s 
uniformly kind treatment of him ; fometimes adding, by way 
of illuftration, that though in many refpedis, the difpofition of 
the father and fon were different, though he did not like to 
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live in the fame abftemious way which his father had ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to, and which, indeed, the young man’s 
nervous habit of body muft have rendered uncomfortable to 
him 5 yet * his father always allowed him ta live as he choje.” 
This difference of difpofition might, however, make it not 
fo agreeable to a young gentleman of his age to refide much 
with his father (if the purfuitsof the latter had rcniered thag 
praicable) without implying the leaft eftrangement of affece 
tion: But the following circumftance is dccifive of the point 
in gueftion, 

At the time young Mr. Howard was nearly of age, he and 
Dr. R. Darwin, dined together with a lady who was a friend 
of the family. She lamented the expence of what fhe was 
pleafed to call his father’s extravagant, though amiable eccen- 
tricities: Said, that charity began at home, and that his 
father’s purfuits might uliimately ruin his family. She hoped, 
therefore, that when he came of age, if any of the property 
was fettled, he would not join to cut off the entail, The 
young gentleman, with great warmth and indignation, replied, 
that he would with delight cut off the Jait fhilling ; as the only 
credit he had in life was derived from his being the offspring 
of fuch a parent; adding, “* What good can { do with moe 
ney which will bear any comparifon with the good he has 
done ?”’ ® 

After leaving the room, he obferved, with great indignation, 
to his friend, who had been prefent at this convertationa— 
© See, this d—d old b——ch, who calls herfelf the friend of my 
father, wifhes me to embarrals him!” and again repeated, 
with great warmth, and a degree of enthufialm—“ What 
good could I poffibly do, compared with that which has been 
effected by my parent?’’—Such was the uniform tenor of 
Mr. John Howard’s conduét and converfation refpeCing his 
father, during the whole time Dr. R. Darwin lived with 
him. : 

And now, may I not afk, whether it be pofiible to reconcile 
fo much fenfibility of temper, fuch an extraordinary degree of 
affe&tion as was thus manifefted for each other, both by father 
and fon, and the voluntary confidential declaration of the lat- 
ter to his bofoin friendss that * his father always fuffered him 
to live as he chofe 5” with that acculation of morole, unrelent- 


ing feverity, which, without any proof, has been advanced 
againft the excellent Mr. Howard ? 
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That it may not be infinuated any part of thefe communi- 
cations are anonymous, and tierefore not entitled to credit, 
I beg leave to fubicribe my name, 

T. WOOD. 
L wool taates [3,h» = 
Shrew/bury, Oftober 23, 1797+ 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Emba ffy of Lord 


Macarinzy to China. 


(Continued from Page 9.) 


rt ‘HOUGH the country has been very much depopulated 
4 by a lor ng civil war, thirty thoufand men, exercifed 
daily, were faid to be in garrifon at Huc-foo, the. capital of 





the kinggom, about fi rty miles to the no;thward of Turon, 
Their generals have much reliance on the havoc made by elee 
phants, here trained for war. Thefe, likewife, are occas 
fionally exercifed, and are obedient to comman i. A number 
of foldiers are placed in ranks before the war-elephants, who 
are inftruted to allail them moft fariouly, erafping them with 
their trunks, throwing fome into the air, and tramp! ing others 
under foot. The elephan', powers is gentle by nature, 
agile though unwieldy 5 and perfectly inhoftile, unlefs trained 
to acts of vio! ence, or roufed by ‘corporal injury. Their 
keeper is generally a Loy, who mounts upon his neck, and 
governs him with eafe; and the extreme fenfibility and abe 
ducent power of his probofcis render it, in many inftances, 
equal in activity to the human fingers. 

The elephant, among the Cochin- Chinefe, ferves likewife 
for food, and his fleth is accounted a great delicacy. When 
flaughtered for <he table of the King or his Viceroy, pieces 
are cut of and fent as prefents to perfons of rank, as a dif 
tinguifhe d mark of favour.—Buffalo has the preference over 

other beef, It is not cuftomary to milk any kind of animal; 
of courl, milk conttitutes no part of their food, notwith- 
ftanding they have often experienced ali the horrors of a fa- 
mine, ocezfioned by the deftruction of the contending armies, 
—In this dreadful confliét, human fiehh is faid to have becn 
expofed for faie, in the public markets of the capital. 

During the infurrection in Cochin-China, the neighbour- 
ing Tune quinefe feized that opportunity to invade the terri- 
torics of the north, comprifing the capital of the country, and 


pillaged it, during their {hort {tay, of every thing that was va~ 
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luable, efpecially gold and filver, The major part of what 
then efcaped their rapacity, had been fiace fent to China to 
pay for the neceffaries of life brought thither by the junks, 
an extremity which the miferable inhabitants had been often 
put to, from the devaftation of their cultured lands, and the 
deftruction of their manufactories. 

The prefent mountaineers are defcendants of the original 
inhabitants of the country; and when their anceftors, in pof+ 
feffion of the plains, were invaded by the Chinefe, they re- 
tired to the mountains which are on the confines of Cochin- 
China to the weftward, as well as to thole which feparate it 
from Cambodia ; fimilar to the flight of the ancient Britons 
into Wales. Thefe refidents of the mountains of Cochin- 
China are depicted as rude and barbarous, with coarfe features 
and black complexions; whereas, the colour of the low- 
landers was lefs dark; and thefe were confidered, before the 
overthrow of the ancient government, a civil, affable, and 
harmlefs people. This fimplicity of manners ftill exifts 
among the agricultural inhabitants. 

Smoking is a cuftom very prevalentin both fexes of the 
Cochin-Chinefe ; but the women {moke lefS than the men.— 
They have no wine in the country, but indulge ‘themfelves 
in the free ufe of fpirituous liquors, as weil as in that of to- 
bacco; and they are paffionately fond of chewing the areca- 
nut and betel-leaf, kneaded into a pafte with lime and water. 
The men are lazy in the extreme, the fmoking of tobacco 
being their chief employment ; and a fervant always attends 
his mafter abroad with the apparatus for fmoking. The 
women are remarkably indutftrious, as well at home in domef- 
tic affairs, as abroad in cultivating the land. In towns they 
often act as agents and brokers for foreign merchants, and 
cohabit with them during their agency, and in both fituations 
are faid to act with fidelity. Concubinage is not here ac 
counted difhonourable, 

The exterior dreis of thefe people was hardly fufficient to 
difcriminate the fexes. Both wore a loofe robe with long 
fleeves, which cover the hands; but perfons of rank, particue 
larly the ladics, put on three of thefe gowns, of different co- 
Jours, one ove: the other. The undermoft touched the ground, 
the next was fomewhat fhorter, and the uppermoft the thorte(t 
of all. Some collars were put round the neck of the robe, 
and this was fufficiently full to fold over the breaft. They 
had no linen, but wore in lieu, next the fkin, velts and trow- 
fers of filk or eotton, ‘To complete their drefs every lady 
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puts ona girdle, from which hangs a filk bag, having three 
partitions to contain tobacco, areca-nut, and betel-leaf; and 
the gentlemen have an ornamented ribband thrown over the 
fhoulder like a belt, having affixed to it a {mall cafe or purfe 
for his ateca-nut and betel. A few of the women appeared 
in hats, but never with caps, and fome of the men wore tur- 
bans. Neither fex, whatever were their drefs, made ufe of 
fhoes. 

Rice is the principal obje& of cultivation, of which there 
are two kinds, one requiring a wet, the other a dry foil. The 
laft has the appellation of mountain rice.—But befides this, 
filk, cotton, pepper, c:nnamon, coffee, (and, as were before 
mentioned,) areca-nut, betel, and tobacco, are alfo generally 
cultivated. The vine, it is faid, grows {pontanecoully upon 
the mountains; but the juice of the grape is not made into 
wine.—The fweet-fcented aguila or eagle wood, fo highly 
efteemed in the eaft, ufed to be brought hither from the moun- 
tains ; but for fome years paft, no intercourfe had fubfifted 
between the high and low-landers, 

Turon Bay affords a fafe retreat for fhips of any burden, 
and at all feafons of the year; and the coaft, befides, is in- 
tercepted with other commodious harbours, Cochin-China 
then may be confidered as particularly well adapted for com- 
merce, feeing that its vicinity to China, Tung-quin, Japan, 
Cambodia, Siam, Borneo, Sumatra, Malacca, and the Philip- 
pines renders any intercourfe with thefe ceuntries fhort and 
facile, Mr. Barrow, who furveyed the harbour, and has 
given a plan of it, found the latitude of the Hindoitan’s an- 
chorage to be fixtecn degrees feven minutes north, and longi« 
tude a hundred and cight degrees twelve minutes weft, 

Notwithftanding the difadvantage of climate, the country 
in general was imagined to be healthy, the fcorching rays of 
the fummer fun being tempered by the regular breezes from 
the fea. The rainy feafon commenced in September, and 
continued till the end of November, during which period the 
low lands were frequently inundated by torrents precipitated 
from the mountains. Thefe inundations happened about once 
a fortnight, and continued for two or three days 5 and as the 
time of their commencement was about the full and change 
of the moon, it feemed to’ confirm the idea of that fatellite’s 
influence. The months of December, January, and February 
were allo accompanicd with fome rain, and with cold northerly 
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The deluge, juft mentioned, like the periodic overflowings 
of the Nile, readered this country as fruitful as any upon the 
face of the earth; many parts of the land producing three 
crops of grain inthe year. Several commercial nations had 
an extenfive intercourfe with the people, and were accuftomed 
to barter Biitifh manufactures for their valuable produdctions, 
in which were included the precious metals. But the devafta- 
tions caufed by inteftine broils had turned the current of com- 
merce, and now, except a few Chinefe junks, nothing but their 
own galleys, and fometimes a Portugucze veficl, were {cen in 
their harbours. 

Other circumftances haftened the deftru@tion of the com- 
merceof the country. Permiffion to trade was only to be 
obtained by purchafe; high duties were levied on goods for 
fale, and prefents demanded by thole in power; and to complete 
the whole, perfidy had been practifed to cut off both fhip and 
cargo. An inftance of this kind is recorded, by the Eaft 
India Company, to have happened in the year 1778, ‘The 
French, confcious of the danger, and uncertainty of holding 
intercourfe with them, had directed their views, to the purchafe 
of the {mall ifland of Callao, fituated afew miles to the fouth- 
ward of Turon. Such an intention rendered that ifland of 
importance, and a profeflional vifit was made to it by Captain 
Parifh and Mr. Barrow. 


(To be continued.) 





An ANECDOTE, 
AVR. BURKE had juft rifen in the Houfe of Commons 


with fome papers in his hand, on the fubjeé& of which he 
intended to make a motion, when a rough-hewn Member, who 
had no ear for the charms of eloquence, rudely ftarted up, and 
faid, “© Mr. Speaker, f hope the Hon. Gentleman does not 
mean to read that large bundle of papers,and to dore us with a 
long {peech into the bargain.”” Mr. Burke was fo fwoln, or 
fo nearly fuffocated, as to be at the inftant incapable of 
utterance, and abfolutely ran out of the Houfe. On this oc- 
cafion George Selwyn remarked, that it was the only time he 
ever faw the fable realifed, A LION put to flight by the braying 
of an ASS, 
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HE edifice of fociety we may confider as an edifice 
compoled of different niches or compartments of leflée 
or greater fize. Places with all their rights and prerogatives 
for thefe different niches or compartments. They are durable, 
but men pafs away. Thofé who fill them are for a while 
great or little, and fearcely one is made for the piace he is put 
into Behold that giant crouching and contracted in his 
niche, and that dwarf under aJofty are. Rarely is the niche 
made for the ftatue. Round the edifice is a great concourfe of 
men, waiting for a vacancy which fome one expeéts to fill, 
and boafts of his birth and his pretenfions, 


- 





An ANECDOTE, 


HE ficklenefs of fortune is generally complained of; and 

yet inftances occur, in which fhe may be faid to purfue 

her favousites with reiterated benefits, as well exemplifiedina 
the following circumftances.—Some years fince Mr. M*¥*#**, 
furgeon, of * Andover, married a lady’ with a fortune of 
10,000], An this fitwation an infant daughter enquired into the 
nature of lotterics,and on its being explainedto her, fo care 
neftly and frequently importuned her father to let her buy him 
a ticket, that he at length put himfeif to fome inconvenience 
in raifing the money, with which the girl was difpatched to an 
office,and chofe that very ticket in the [rifh Lottery, which, 
on the fourteenth day’s drawing, came up a prize of 20,000), 
Dr. M. is fo much refpedted, that the fatistaction of his friends 
is nearly commeafurate with his own on this happy occafion. 


For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
Receipt for the Cure of the Flux or Steet in Bullocks. 


By Joun BuckincHaM. 

O thofe above two years old, give one pound of hog’s 

lard in the morning, fafting, au hour before you give the 
following Jofe : 

30il a handful of the herb called meadow-fweet, in three 

pints.of raw milk, until the goodnefs is extracted ; ftrain it, 

and add one ounce of fulphur, two ounces liver antimony, 
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and a table {poon-full of the juice of nettles ; ftir it together, 
and give it, milk-warm, three mornings following. 

The bullock muft not drink cold water the day it takes it, 
but fhould be kept in the houfe for at leaft three or four hours 
afterwards; if the weather permits, it may be turned out to 
ftrong grafs. 

If under two years old, a dofe in proportion to its age. 

*,* Bleeding fhould be avoided. 

How this complaint came to be called the ftect, I know 
not ; there is not (as I can find) fuch a word in the Englith 
Diétionary. 

N. B. The annexed receipt having been proved effectual 
by three experiments, the inventor received the premium of 
the Eaft Devon Agricultural Society, (viz five guineas) as 
cffered by advertifement. 

J. V. 





4 CHARADE, by Oedipus of Yeovil. 


O thee, my firft, the fates have giv’n, 
A weapon which each foe defies ; 
And with my next you'll find kind Reav’a 
The ufeful ox and afs fupplies : 
My whole behold on rapid wing, 
Thro’ fluid air, near water fpring. 





4 CHARADE, by 7. S. Field, of Staverton, near Totnes. 


O fearch old ocean’s vaft abyfs, 
Where billows foam and roar, 
And there no doubt my firft you’ll find— 
Come quickly it explore. 


My next is eafy for to fcan, 
Its taken ‘rom the earth; 

It was the prying thought of man 
That firft brought me to birth. 


The parts combin’d will quickly thew 
What hath depriv’d of breath, 
Many a man and woman too, 


And caus’d untimely death. 
9 POET RY. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
Lines on feeing an elegant Monument, ere€ted in the Parifh Church 
; of Sydling, Dorfet, to the Memory of Lady Elizabeth Smith, 
ih i Wife of Sir Fobn Smith, Bart, 
cc w= trophy’d tombs and monuments are fhown, 
al i j To blazon deeds which virtue dares not own.” 
of | Here virtue in fair characters is drawn, 
That far excel the drapery and the lawn*; 
as Juft is the praife exprefs’d in every line; 


Such virtues thro’ eternity will fhine. 
Her charities extenfively were fhown, 
The poor with humble gratitude will own. 
~ No flattcery—the monument’s difgrace ; 

No falfehood’s feulptur’d on the marble’s face ; 

But true to merit—what is here, exprefs’d 

The genuine feelings of her placid breaft. 
Hail! happy fhade! bleftin the realms above ; 
No longer in this wretched world to move. 
Yet, in the duft, thy praife fhall ever live, 
While all that knew thee, for thy lofs thall grieve. 


* Alluding to a finely executed whole length figure on the monument. 
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On our SAVIOUR’s NATIVITY. 
By W. Barer, of lichefter. 


EJOICE ! ye earthly tribes rejoice ! 
Anthems and hymns prepare ; 
To join the mighty feraph’s voice, 
4 Who breathes ethereal air. 


Thro’ yonder clonds the angel wings 
His way with heav’nly grace, 
Who news of rettoration brings 
To all our fallen race. 


The fhepherds faw the radiant blaze 
Stream thro’ the vaulted tky ; 

And whilil they with amazement gaz’d, . 
The angel {pake on high. 

«* Ere dawn approach’d this facred morn, 
** In Bethlehem you’ll find, 

“* The King of Glory, Chrift was born, 

i *€ ‘Phe Saviour of Mankind. Ti 

** Tidings 
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© Tidings of joy to you I bring, 
** No longer be difmay’d ; 

** But hafte unto your new-born King, 
*¢ Now in a manger laid. 





** Due homage pay; your voices raife, 
** Encreafe the joyful found ; 


«€ And chaunt your Blefs’d Redeemer’s praife 


** To lif’ning nations round.” 


A multitude then fuddenly 
With orient [uftre fhone ; 


“« Glory,” they fang, ‘* to God moft high, 


** Onthe empyreal throne.” 


Ye choirs unite in pious mirth, 
And celebrate this tide ; 

Wherein our holy Saviour’s birth 
May e’er be magnify’d, 


ENTERTAINER, 





MAN.—Sy Mr. Smit. 


OE to whate’er refembles plan, 
The creature of a cloud is man, 
The fport of every wind that blows ; 
Give him a pureand cloudlefs fky, 
An atmofphere fereneand dry, 
And health.on every feature glows. 


Sigh beats his pulfe to pleafure’s fway, 
Light round his heart the fpirics play, 
And brace his nerves to vigorous toil ; 
But change the fcene, and bid the hours 
Revolve in wildly-weeping fhowers, 
And cheerful {un-beams ceafe to fmile— 


The wretch no more of rapture dreams, 
Relax’d thro’ every nerve he feems, 

And liftlefs fighs the live long day : 
In fancy feels a thoufand woes, 
Combine to banith foft repofe, 

And chafe fond hope itfelf away. 


Is this the man for fway defign’d, 

And this th’ ‘* omaipotence of mind,” 
‘That {purns indignant al! controul ? 

Better with dignity to yield, 

And own, that patience isthe thield 
That beft fupports the finking foul. 








On the DEATH of a2 CHILD. 


Sh tender bloffom of the opening year, 
Whofe hafty exit claim’d a parent’s tear, 


Shall], lovelier tar, to full perfection rife, 
Unfold its charms, and fourith in the fkiese 
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